
On Saturday, February 23rd, students 
from Morgan County Elementary 

School, Morgan County Middle 

School and Morgan County Cross-

Roads School were honored at the 
Steffen Thomas Museum of Art during 
Celebrating Creative Lives, an annual 
event featuring student art produced 
through STMA’s Arts Outreach Pro-
gram©. 

Art teacher Laura Rice’s fifth grade class 
from the elementary school and two of 
Marjean Meadow’s eighth grade classes 
from the middle school participated in 
Oceans of Possibilities: Nature, Sci-

ence and the Visual Arts, a STMA 
program now in its third year. During the 
18-week workshop conducted by Lindy 
Burnett, Lead Artist for this program, the 
students produced gouache watercolor 
paintings inspired by local rivers and 
streams.  

A panel of resident, professional artists 
selected the best creations. The students 
then assembled a large mural containing 
elements from the award-winning paint-
ings, which feature water conservation 
and preservation as their theme.  

The mural was unveiled and temporarily 
installed at the Morgan County Library 
during a public ceremony on May 14th.  

Eventually, the mural will be moved to 
its permanent home at the Madison 
Aquatics Center when the facility is 
completed. 

The Crossroads students worked on a 
parallel STMA project, From Garden 

Gate to Dinner Plate. (See below.)  

All of the students’ work was on display 
during the Creative Lives celebration. 
Awards were presented for the most out-
standing paintings. 
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Steffen Thomas Museum of Art 

Morgan County Crossroads Students Explore Nature, Science & Art 

During From Garden Gate to Dinner Plate, a 
four-month, hands-on project offered by STMA’s 
Arts Outreach Program©, students from Mor-

gan County CrossRoads School studied a vari-
ety of life cycles in nature through art. 

Under the direction of master gardeners Linda 
Thoman and Dick Whelan, the participants 
planted a garden of perennial flowers and herbs 
at the school. The Arts Outreach Program© lead 
artist, Lindy Burnett then instructed them in the 
creation of watercolor paintings of plants and 
flowers chosen by the students. Study sketches 
for these paintings were displayed at the mu-

seum’s Celebrating Creative Lives event in Feb-
ruary. The students learned about the herbs 
used in a variety of ethnic cuisines.   

The young artists also painted plant markers for 
the Lafarge Quarry Nature Trail in Buck-
head. The markers were unveiled during a 
luncheon hosted by STMA on May 20th. The 
menu was devised and sauces prepared by the 
CrossRoads students using herbs from the 
school garden. 

 The event took place at the picnic pavilion at 
Lafarge Aggregates and Concrete. 

STMA NEWS 

“This world is too small for less than brotherhood……

Too dangerous for less than truth…..”

“This world is too small for less than brotherhood……

Too dangerous for less than truth…..”

The completed mural unveiled on May 14th at the 

Morgan County Library. 



With the Museum transformed into the magical Land of 
Oz,  STMA celebrated its fourth annual Spring Gala 
on Saturday, March 29th. In recognition of the tri-
county’s unique appeal as a very special area in which to 
live, the theme of this year’s event was “There’s No 
Place Like Home” (Judy Garland’s immortal phrase 
from The Wizard of Oz), “and There’s No Home Like 
Georgia’s Lake Country.” Over 150 guests, many 
dressed as their favorite character from the film, fol-
lowed the yellow brick road into the gallery decorated 
with Oz-some memorabilia including Dorothy’s house 
that killed the Wicked Witch of the East and flocks of 
flying monkeys. Participants enjoyed a scrumptious buf-
fet dinner prepared by Arrivals Restaurant Group 
(O’Hara’s Restaurant), complemented by fine wine from 
Classic Wines and a variety of beers supplied by the Bot-
tle Shop. Dancing followed with music provided by The 
Highballs band. 

A live and silent auction offered over 80 items including 

the original image for the invitation and program illus-
tration cre- ated by well-
known chil- dren’s book 
illustrator, Lindy Bur-
nett along with other 
original works of art, 
many fea- turing the 
home as their theme. 
Prizes were awarded for 
the best cos- tumes. Robin 
Burnett won as best Doro-
thy, Allie Bourgeois as 
Glinda, Bob Kimborough as the Scarecrow, Ira Block as 
a Munchkin, Barbara Kimborough as the Wicked Witch 
of the West, Arnold Hoge as the Wizard and Bette Cope-
land as Aunty Em. Additional awards were presented 
for creativity. This year’s gala netted over $11,000 for 
STMA and its Arts Outreach Program©. We are most 
grateful to the in-kind, individual and corporate spon-
sors who made this  event possible. (See Sponsors-1.) 

fabric. Taught by Joanna Ralston and Barbara 
Kimbrough. 

August 16th: Poster Art— Learn graphic design us-
ing collage techniques and poster paint, and be a part 
of the museum’s next published poster project. 
Taught by Chris Cook. 

September 27th: Recycled Sculpture—Use scraps of 
coated wire to create small sculptures of whimsical 
creatures or figures. Taught by Lindy Burnett, a            
STMA Arts Outreach Program© lead artist. 

STMA’s Art Outreach Program© continues to 
offer intergenerational family workshops to our 
tri-county community. The sessions, all taught 
by local, professional artists, take place at the 
museum from 10 AM to noon, one Saturday a 
month. Please join us for one or all of the follow-
ing future classes. 

July 19th: Family Flags—Create a unique flag 
representing your very own family as though it 
were an actual country using acrylic paint on 

STMA Announces New Officers and Board Members 

STMA Annual Spring Gala Proclaims  
“There’s No Place Like Home” 

Piedmont Park 
Arts Festival Poster 
by Steffen Thomas 

rite Copelan, Board President; Lee Glenn, Vice-President; 
Todd Bearden, Secretary/Treasurer. New board members 
are: Ginger Beverly, Paul Bourgeois, Dr. Jannie Broad-
nax; Anne Gilleland, Jane Hogan, Chris Lambert, Cas-

sandre McGowan, Carl Puls, Mark Smith, 
Sherry Terrell-Alexander and Nancy 
Vaughan. Anne and Larry Gilleland were se-
lected as STMA Volunteers of the Year for 
2007. The meeting ended with a reception 
and discussion of Steffen Thomas’s Don Qui-
xote sculpture lead by STMA docent Barbara 
Kimbrough. (STMA Board list - see pg. 4.) 

The Steffen Thomas Museum of Art held its 2007 An-
nual Meeting of the Membership on Saturday, Novem-
ber 11th. Outgoing Interim Museum Director, Mary Nell 
McLauchlin, reported that STMA enjoyed another suc-
cessful year by reaching out to local 
students through STMA’s Art Out-
reach Program©. She was followed by 
Deputy Director, Elizabeth d’Huart, 
who assumed the title of Museum Di-
rector in January. Elizabeth recapped 
last year’s projects and outlined pro-
grams planned for this year. The fol-
lowing officers were elected: Margue-

Artoberfest 2008 

This year’s Artoberfest, STMA’s annual Fall  

Fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, October 11th. 

Please save the date and help us welcome the “season of 

mists and  
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Stone Mountain Saga –The 

Houses, Home and Culture 

of Steffen Thomas, a new 

temporary exhibit, was un-

veiled during the gala. It con-

tained over 25 photos of Tho-

mas’s unique homes and stu-

dios in both Atlanta and 

Stone Mountain. 

Upcoming Family Workshops 

Artoberfest 2008 
This year’s Artoberfest, STMA’s annual 
Fall Fundraiser, is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 16th, which is the 
first night of the 5th annual Georgia 
Music Festival. Please save the date for  
a fun evening of food, wine, dancing, 
auctions, raffles and much, much more. 
All proceeds benefit STMA and the 
Arts Outreach Program©. 



This past fiscal year, the Steffen Thomas Museum of  
Art was the grateful recipient of generous grants from 
many loyal sponsors. For example, in September, the 
Board of Directors of Reynolds Plantation Founda-
tion, Inc. (the “Foundation”) presented STMA with a 
check to support the museum’s Arts Outreach Pro-
gram© which creates complementary educational op-
portunities for students, families, insti-
tutions, associations and individuals in 
the tri-county area. This year, the mu-
seum offered Oceans of Possibilities: 
Nature, Science and the Visual Arts 

to 85+ students from the Morgan 
County Elementary School and Morgan 
County Middle School. 

In addition, STMA  conducted a four-
month program, From Garden Gate 

to Dinner Plate, with the Morgan 
County CrossRoads School. (For details 
on both projects, please see page 1.) 
STMA also offers workshops for fami-
lies one Saturday a month and Tuesday 
night art classes.  

Lafarge Aggregates and Concrete, an international 
company concerned with environmental conservation, 
and The Community Foundation for Morgan 

County, a Local Fund of The Community Foundation for 
Greater Atlanta, Inc. also offered their support to the 
CrossRoads project.  

Additional STMA Arts Outreach Program© sponsors in-
clude: Georgia Power—A 

Southern Company; Georgia 

Power Foundation; Georgia 

Council for the Arts; Walton 

Press, Inc.; Jim Boyd & Asso-

ciates; DreamTeam Technolo-

gies; Frances Wood Wilson 

Foundation; Smith Communi-

cations, Inc., and Sotheby’s In-
ternational Reality-Lake 

Country. We are most grateful 
for their generous support. 

For more grant information, 
please see the following article. 

This spring marked the debut of 
Georgia in Bloom, the first annual 
art festival centered in Madison. 
The event’s mission is to provide 
multiple venues for visual artists 
to exhibit and sell their work, and 
to create a positive business and 
arts experience for residents and 
visitors to the Madison/Lake 
Oconee area.  

 Arts Outreach Program© Calendar  

Numerous Organizations Join Forces with STMA 

STMA Helps Cultivate “Georgia in Bloom” 

Caption describing picture 
or graphic. 

deliver an arts “entertainment” presentation to their 
peers. Finally, the graduate Junior Docents will give 
guided tours of STMA to their fellow club members. 
They will also particpate in the museum’s next three-
year, tri-county program—Op Art: Opportunities for 

Employment and Empowerment through the 

Visual Arts. Starting with Greene County High 

School, this project will provide students with 
workshop access and information on employment and 
education opportunities in the visual arts . This  
undertaking is extremely pragmatic, since Arts and 
Cultural Tourism is the second primary industry in 
Georgia. 

Thanks to generous grants provided by the Central 
Georgia EMC Foundation and The Community 

Foundation for Morgan County, the Morgan 

County Boys & Girls Club will be the focus of a new 
project offered by STMA ‘s Arts Outreach Program©. 
Orientation sessions have already begun for the multi-
facited Junior Docents Program, an 18-week project 
scheduled from August 2008 through May 2009 on a bi-
weekly basis. The program, supervised by professional 
artists and trained docents, will begin with an overview 
of art history. The young participants will then choose an 
artist to study, and create their own work inspired by the 
selected artist. They will exhibit their creation and 

David Reyes, Plant Manager—Morgan County Quarry presents a 
check to Elizabeth d’Huart, STMA Director. Photo by Tim Reilly. 
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Madison Chamber Music Festival 

 

STMA once again had the honor of hosting a 

performance of the Madison Chamber Music 

Festival, now in its sixth year. On Saturday, 

June 21st, the dynamic young pianist, Yuja 

Wang, thrilled the STMA audience with an 

exciting program that included the Sonata for 

Cello and Piano by Caesar Franck, one of the 

great French composers of the late 19th cen-

tury. She was accompanied on the cello by 

Christopher Rex, Festival Artistic Director and 

Principal Cellist of the Atlanta Symphony 

Orchestra. 

The festival ran from March 21st through  May 

11th. Eight venues around town exhibited over 

100 works of art created by 38 artists  from the 

surrounding communities, including Madison, 

Greensboro, Athens and Lake Oconee. The 

Steffen Thomas Museum housed a vibrant dis-

play of student art sent in by area art teachers. A 

formal reception was held on April 11th, during 

which awards were presented to the winning 

artists. Elizabeth d’Huart, STMA Director, 

judged the entries. 



Through the Visual Arts workshop series, which will 
provide an opportunity to listen to architects, graphic 
artists, landscape planners, website designers, etc. talk 
about employment opportunities in those careers that 
require visual arts ability and education.  

I know that our members will look past current eco-
nomic woes to our children’s future and support this im-
portant, indeed life-changing educational platform. 
Please recruit 
YOUR neighbors, 
family and friends 
to become a Friend 
of the Steffen Tho-
mas Museum and 
join the art attack—
remember, Arts and 
Cultural Tourism is 
the second primary 
industry of Georgia. 
Helps us prepare 
our children for 
their tomorrow. 

Elizabeth d’Huart 
Museum Director 

No one has to pick up the paper or listen to the news to 
know how things are in terms of the economy—past social 
conversations used to revolve around climbing property 
values and happy looks exchanged as owners calculated 
equity increases; now, worried-looking friends and 
neighbors are staying close to home, waiting for gas prices 
to come back down before planning what used to be consid-
ered local outings and minor purchases.  

That’s the bad news, no question … times are tough. The 
good news is: this too shall pass. It always does. Solutions 
to problems frequently come from unimagined sources and 
through unexpected channels. Parallel thinking, which re-
quires the linking of logic and creativity, has long been the 
catalyst for beneficial change. 

Since its inception, the Museum’s Arts Outreach Program© 
has recognized the impact of the artistic process on brain 
development—now the Museum is raising the bar by show-
ing how the visual arts has a real-life application to cur-
rent economic concerns and issues. 

We have a wonderful school project coming up this next 
term involving high school kids preparing a sculpture us-
ing recycled objects, and participating in STMA’s Op Art: 
Opportunities for Employment and Empowerment 
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Board of Directors 
President 
Marguerite Copeland 
 
Vice-President 
Lee Glenn 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Todd Bearden 
 
Ginger Beverly 
Ira Block 
Paul Bourgeois 
Dr. Jannie Broadnax 
Anne Gilleland 
Jane Hogan 
Chris Lambert 
Cassandre McGowan 
Wade Moore 
Carl Puls 
Joanna Ralston 
Nancy Seagraves 
Mark Smith 
Uladia Taylor 
Sherry Terrell-Alexander 
Nancy Vaughan 
 
Staff 
Museum Director 
Elizabeth d’Huart 
 
Office Administrator 
P.Thomany 
 
Arts Outreach Program  
   Coordinator 
Lisa Conner (volunteer) 
 
Marketing Associate 
Amelia Schwartz 
 
Visitor Services Associates 
Sadie Carter 
Ashley Meyers 
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From the Director  

Jeff Greeson, VP of Corporate Services Central Georgia 
EMC, presents STMA Museum Director, Elizabeth d’Huart ,
with a grant from the Central Georgia EMC Foundation  


